
     Summing up the past four years isn’t the 
easiest task, but to do it on one page makes it 
all the more difficult. After four years, I am 
not the same shy freshman walking into my 
first class, unsure of what to expect in high 
school. People change, new people are met, 
good times passed and I can finally say that 
it has been a memorable time—one that has 
passed more quickly than I expected. It is 
now time for us all to move on to the next 
step, and bring with us the past memories 
from high school at Niles West. 
     It has been a tradition done year after 
year in West Word; each year the senior 
staff members are asked to write a senior 
column. After being asked to write my senior 
column, I wasn’t too enthused to write about 
who impacted me throughout high school, 
and how I have changed throughout my 
high school experience. For the most part, 
I’ve been a photographer for West Word. 
Although I have written articles featured in 
the newspaper, this will be the first column 
I’ve written in my entire time on the staff. 
However, I realized that there have been a lot 
of people along the way that have helped me 
in one way or another, and they deserve to be 
thanked for their efforts.
     Mr. Conroy: thank you for all the help 
over the past couple years in newspaper, I’ve 
really appreciated your input whether it be 
help with work in class, or for other classes. 
      Ms. Cheng: thank you for  everything.  
You’ve been a huge help in the past couple 
of years.  

     Mr. Swider: Swider, I’ve never had a 
teacher as strange as you (JTR). You have 
been a great teacher this past year; your 
sense of humor has made your class one 
of the more enjoyable classes I’ve had. 
     Mrs. Goodfriend: thank you- for all the 
help you’ve given me, from help in your 
class to college essays, I really appreciate 
everything.
     Finally, I would like to thank all of my 
friends throughout high school for being 
there, whether it be for help in school, 
outside of school, past good times, help 
through the hard times, and more. You all 
know who you are. 
     To me, high school has been a jam-
packed time; to balance school work, 
work outside of school, relationships, 
cars and everything else one has going on 
in their lives. I have had a job for three 

out of my four years of high school, one 
of the reasons why my life has been so 
‘‘jam-packed.’’ One of the main goals 
I have had throughout my high school 
career has been something that has 
nothing to do with school though. After 
saving until I could afford my dream, I 
bought an engine swapped turbo Nissan 
240sx, then another one, which is the car 
I’m driving now. 
     It has been a goal that I’ve been 
carrying with me almost from the start of 
high school, and now that I’m graduating, 
I am finally able to enjoy the car with all 
the time I will have this summer. 
     Now, my next challenge awaits me: 
school at the University of Illinois in 
Chicago. I’m sure it will be an experience 
that I will enjoy, and one that I will 
remember all of you throughout. 

Ian Simon served for three years as staff photographer, operations manager and 
photography editor.  He will attend the University of Illinois at Chicago.

I  do the pictures, not the words
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The senior staff members say their farewells, 
along with senior class president Maddie Dinges 
and Principal Kaine Osburn

      Alas, my first and last senior column. 
Finally, I’ll get the chance to clarify and 
reminisce about the laughs behind four 
years worth of Facebook photos. At 
last, my opportunity to say something 
profound, and perhaps summon tears, 
has arrived. However, as surprising as 
it may seem, after 3-years of outlining 
this column in my head, I can’t think 
of a single sentence that will flawlessly 
encapsulate my high school career.
     I wish I could tell you that I loved 
every minute of high school. I wish that 
in hindsight, I could honestly describe the 
past four years as amazing. But by doing 

that, I’d be lying to myself in order to 
gild my recall of the truth, so that one 
day my memory will deem high school 

as the best days of my life. I’m not sure 
what the future holds, but for now I can 

The world needs change, and I am the cashier

Please see Mahoney, page 16.
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     You do not know the trouble I have 
had in beginning to write this last article.  
Since the start of knowing that I would 
have to write a good-bye column, I set 
out to make it memorable and something 
that I could look back upon about twenty 
years from now and truly understand what 
I was thinking.  I wanted people to read 
it and understand my mindset and what 
kind of person I truly am, for everyone 
knows that you cannot judge a book by 
its cover (which in my case would be A 
Series of Unfortunate Events covered by 
a giant question mark), and I have not 
exactly opened up to a lot of people in 
my lifetime.  It took me some time to 
realize it, but if I kept freaking out about 
making this article of that quality, then 
it would never get done.  So in the best 
way possible, I will sum up my thoughts 
without being too dramatic and over-
thinking it (which for me will probably 
be a stretch). 
     The definition of surreal is described 
as having the disorienting, hallucinatory 
quality of a dream; unreal; fantastic.  
Many describe their high school years 
as surreal, and I wish I could too, but 
my four years seemed to be more of a 
series of speed bumps mixed with some 
nightmare-ish tendencies.  This does not 
mean I am trying to make it sound all 
depressing and get people reading this to 
feel a sense of pity.  No.  Pity is something 
I do not want.  It is just that I have not had 
the easiest time over the past several years 
on a number of different levels, mainly 
dealing with family and the ever-annoying 
high school social acceptance ladder.  A 
lot of my best moments have occurred 
during the last four years, but high school 
to me is more of a test of how developed 
your social skills are.  You need to be able 
to cope with lots of other people in your 
lifetime and have confidence in doing so, 
or it will be a rough road that you tread 
along for the next sixty-something years.  
I think I barely passed with a C- in that 
category. 
     Going to Lane Tech. for my freshman 
and sophomore years was decent in my 
opinion.  Freshman year of course was 
hard to settle into right off the bat, but 
by the middle of sophomore year I had a 
pretty good groove going.  I had friends 
that I really connected towards and still 
talk with to this day, and although I still 
felt uncomfortable in that setting at times, 
I still enjoyed some moments in that 
school.   Transferring over to Niles West 
was pretty hard move.  It took me a while 
to settle in again, and this was even more 
difficult because I was a junior and my 
time in high school was winding down.  

Now here I am, a senior 
no more, and having been 
here two years I honestly 
do not know which high 
school I enjoyed being 
at the most.  I have met 
people here as well that 
I have really connected 
with, and putting all four 
years together, I believe 
that my experiences could 
have been a lot better, but 
on the other hand they 
could have been a lot 
worse.  
     This is the part where the 
seniors say their thanks to 
friends and other random 
people, but I do not think 
I should give thanks.  
Rather, I believe that there 
are factors in my life that 
I should give appreciation 
towards, for thanking 
people makes it seem 
like they committed to a 
service instead of being 
there in your life out of the goodness of 
their hearts.  First, the small family of my 
mother and sister.  Mom, I appreciate how 
hard you have worked over the past 18 
years of my life, especially when I have 
been in high school to make sure all the 
family and money problems did not drive 
me off the right path that you know I am 
able to walk upon, and for always trying 
to instill confidence in me.  I also know 
how both of you guys have had to put up 
with me all of my life, so it is really cool 
that you stuck it out without having your 
minds explode. 
     Dad, I honestly know that you have 
been a lackluster father-figure over the 
recent years, but you have taught me 
everything I know about sports and are 
probably the only person I know who 
is willing to talk about it for hours, so I 
appreciate it greatly.  I also will take your 
advice on having patience towards the 
future, for I also think that what I have 
learned recently will eventually pay off 
(hopefully). 
     For my two best friends, Jean and 
Andres, we have never been anywhere 
near the same high school, yet we all 
stayed in touch over the years.  You guys 
are the reason I was able to adapt well 
since I moved here from Kansas when I 
was 13, and – although this part sounds 
more sappy than it should – you have 
always been there to support and help me 
through the many screwed up moments of 
my life.  Although the sarcasm you guys 
have and jokes makes me want to beat the 

snot out of you sometimes, I appreciate 
both of you for getting to know the real 
“Big Dan” and choosing to remain my 
brothers. 
     Last but not least, Mr. Conroy.  I 
appreciate you for all you have done over 
my senior year to help me succeed in 
your classes and in learning to appreciate 
myself.  Not many teachers really try 
to understand certain problems or take 
time to further improve a student, but 
you helped me gain some confidence 
academically and in dealing with certain 
life situations, and I really do appreciate 
it.  
     Although I have regretted a lot about 
the past years and wished I was a lot 
more confident in dealing with the many 
situations that were thrown in my face, I 
think that it took me until now to realize 
that it may have given me the experience 
I need to do well in life.  Of course I 
cannot stretch this to the point where I 
can sound dramatic and say “the future 
is clear!  I know I can do well in this 
life, and I now have the confidence to 
do so!”  That is pretty much bull.  What 
I do know is that I managed to survive 
and that maybe college – as terrifying 
as the concept of accepting the tons of 
responsibility is – will go along a little 
better.  Having said that, I leave this long 
memo on two random notes.  One, sports 
are the greatest things on the planet to 
have an interest in, and two, the Cubs 
will win the World Series soon, and I will 
laugh in the face of all the non-believers 
when they do.  Hahahahaha.

Through the eyes of a giant

Dan Blazek served for one year as staff writer. He will attend Elmhurst College.
Please see Mahoney, page 16.
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     Christine Mahoney served as staff writer for three years and will attend Columbia College.

To the Class of 2009:
     It has been absolutely amazing getting 
to know you over the last four years… 
I’ll never forget that first day when I was 
so nervous to walk down the hallways 
with you!
     I’m happy that I finally conquered my 
fear and was able to spend time with you. 
Our four years together have been filled 
with laughter, tears, screaming, hugging 
and just about everything else. You never 
failed to keep me on my toes! We have 
been together through a lot, and I am so 
glad that we have remained close. 

A note from the class president...
      Let’s see, we go way back to orien-
tation that hot and smelly gym is some-
thing I will never forget. Then, of course, 
there were pep assemblies, football 
games, spirit weeks and college nights 
that brought us back together once again. 
I could try and highlight all the great 
memories that we have, but I just don’t 
think that there is room! 
     As much fun as we had, we definitely 
had some rough days. How about that 
day when there were seven inches of 
snow outside…and we still had school? 
Sorry I was so angry, but come on that 

was a bit ridiculous. Despite those days, 
I’ll always remember when you had me 
rolling around laughing or when I would 
be happy just to know that we had a late 
start coming up. 
     Well, I don’t want to take up too much 
space, so I’ll end by saying that these last 
few years have been great! I wish you 
well in whatever path you have chosen 
and I cannot wait to hear about all of your 
future success.
Stay Classy Class of 2009.
Your Class President,
Maddie Dinges

Principal Kaine Osburn reflects

only relish in what memories—good or 
bad— I can keep. 
     All of these memories couldn’t have 
been made possible on my own. If I 
didn’t have fabulous friends and family 
to help me experience life, I’d have 
nothing to write.  I am more than grateful 
for every friend who has been there for 
morning pancakes, afternoon projects, 
and late night adventures. My flashbacks 
wouldn’t be the same without the inside 
jokes and codenames. Thanks go out 
to all of my teachers, especially when 
you accepted late work, and rounded 
up semester grades. Though I might not 
always remember the curriculum, I can’t 
forget you. A special thanks goes out to 
my family who put up with my messy 
room, attitude, and started cooking less 
meat when I decided to stop eating it. All 
of you contributed so much to molding 
the person that I am becoming and I’ll 
never forget the amount of support and 
encouragement you all have provided. 
For those who didn’t always believe in 
me I owe thanks, because you’ve made 
me work harder than I would have on my 
own. This wouldn’t be my senior column 
without giving thanks to my West Word 
buddies: I love this group of people even 

when it seems like I don’t. We worked 
so well as a group and our camaraderie 
will never fade  away. Conyeezy! First 
off, thank you so much for not strangling 
me. I know I’m the reason you pull 
your hair out and you have no idea how 
much I appreciate your tolerance and 
understanding. You have provided me 
with so much confidence as a writer, and 
I will never forget the difference between 
‘further’ and ‘farther’ because of you.
     I know I wasn’t always the perfect 
student, but I know the amount of 
potential I possess. In the future I hope 
to take advantage of every opportunity 
in my reach. Even if, I’m apprehensive 
about the year to come, I’ve never been 
more convinced that I was born ready 
and I’ll be fine. I am aware of my ability 
to communicate with people, and will use 
my talents to earn my success.  As Drake 
would say I’m “transitionin’ from fittin’ 
in to standin’ out.” It’s my time now. 
     As I advance to the next juncture in my 
life’s path I can only hope that those who 
I encountered will wish me well, as I will 
wish them the same. I hope that one day 
in years to come while strolling down 
the frozen food section at Whole Foods, 
I’ll have the opportunity to see fellow 
alum and exchange a ‘hello’ if not more 

meaningful words. As classmates we’ve 
shared so much more than just pencils and 
loose-leaf paper. We have shared secrets, 
laughs, hugs and our lives with one 
another, so it only feels right to continue 
this journey together. I remember the 
night preceding the first day of freshmen 
year. I was nervous about what friends I 
would or wouldn’t make in the years to 
come. Now as I make my exit, my worry 
is about how many friends I’ll be able to 
carry to the next stages of my life.     
     While, I definitely won’t miss nap-
inducing Power Points, musky pep 
assemblies or the slow kid walking 
in front of me that I am so desperately 
trying not to trip, it is quite unnerving to 
think that next fall I won’t be walking 
down these familiar halls at West. This 
becomes even more surreal since high 
school seems to have been my whole life 
since that first sunny fall day of freshmen 
year.
     Since the first day of senior year 
I’ve been so excited about leaving and 
moving on to college. Now that it’s here 
I’m not sure I want to leave. Usually I 
don’t want to get out of bed for school 
in the morning, but the last day I didn’t 
want to get out of bed because I didn’t 
want it to end.  What more can I say?  
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Mahoney, from page 14.

Adios Muchachos!
     Seniors, I can’t imagine writing 
anything that at this point in your high 
school career would hold you in rapt 
attention, nor do I have anything new to 
offer because you have heard it all from 
me before.  The short version:
      Thank you for all you have given to 
Niles West.  Be thankful to everyone who 
has tried to make a positive contribution 
to your life – family, teachers, staff 
members, coaches, friends  and 
community members.
      Know that you are only as gifted as 

those gifts you give back to: your family, 
teachers, staff members, coaches, friends 
and community members.  Don’t waste 
what you have, return it to the world!
     Be patient.  Life is long.
     Serving as your principal is the honor 
of my life, and I do my best every day 
because each of you inspires me to do 
my best.  Discovering the source of your 
inspiration is the single most important 
discovery you can make.
    Best of luck.  I’ll miss all of you.

Mr. O



Best Personality

Best Sense of Humor

SENIOR SURVEY

After hours of voting and more hours 
of counting, the final winners have 

been determined.  
The seniors you selected are ...

Edelynn Cayas

Peter Nickell

Christy Koulouris

Nate Biser

Most Likely to Complain About Not Being Mentioned in West Word

 Jasmine Ramahi

Jose Rodriguez 
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Most Attractive

Most Intelligent

Most Opinionated

Best Car

Kyriaki Ades

Darek Krolczyk

Manju George

Andrew Lee

Morgan Yates

Calvin Klint

Jamar Forest

Bobbie Dawood
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Most Likely to Live in their Parents’ Basement

Becky Lang

Matt Scheler

Most Likely to be a YouTube Celebrity

Favorite Teachers

Thinks He/She is Favorite Teacher

Andrew Roche

Tricia Brown

Matt Weatherington

Andrea Valle

Stephen Small

Dana Kanwischer
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Cutest Couple

Most Likely to Succeed

Most Likely to Win an Olympic Medal

Molly Gstalter

Andre Chen-Young

Morgan Yates

Alex Zasso

Krystal Mangulabnan 
and Jorian Micor 

Most Likely to Clone Him/Herself

Andrea Valle

Calvin Klint
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Shortest Attention Span

 Tanorexic

Most Likely to be a NW Teacher

Leonard Panion

Steffani Christiansen

Molly Gstalter

Chris Wright

Matt Hutchison

Jessica Rodriguez

Biggest Flirt

Andrea Valle

Chris Oliveres
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Thinks He/She is the Biggest Flirt

Andrea Valle

Chris Oliveres

Most Likely to be Late to Graduation

Most Likely to Commit Tax Fraud

Most Likely to Walk into a Glass Door

Leonard Panion

Jayne Kim

Robyn Cormalleth

Jestin Alfarez

Sharreese Hunt 

Jaclyn Peterson
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Most Likely to be a Starving Artist

Best Smile

Best Hair

Julia Bard

Owais Ahmed

Matt Scheler

Jasmine Rahmahi

Peter Nickell

Napalia Shamasa

Most Likely to be on American Idol

Becky Lang

Jorian Micor
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Most Likely to Vote for Her/Himself in 
Every Category

Andrea Valle

Jose Rodriguez

Most Likely to Backpack through Europe

Most Likely to Appear as a Guest on Jerry Springer

Benjamin Cormalleth

Amy Klein

P.J. Mao

Nicole Wehbe

Most Likely to Have More Than 10 Kids

Jose Rodriguez

West Word Senior Survey- Page 24

Christine Mahoney



Homecoming

First graduating class of 1962
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These losers think they are too cool for Illinois

Arizona
Arizona State University:        
 Margeaux Lim
Clendale Community College:
Matthew Hutchison

California
Whittier College: Frances Clair

Florida
Florida A&M 
University: Aaron 
Davis
Lynn University: Julie 
Heuerman

Indiana
Indiana University: Nicole 
Leftakes, Nathan Aprison, 
Madeline Dinges, Brian Robak, 
Rebecca Copeland, David 
Chervony
St. Joseph’s College: Jon Rashid
University of Indiana: Damir 
Babic
University of Notre Dame: 
Stephanie Maciuba
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology: Spencer Fox
Butler University: Robyn 
Cormalleth, Maggie King

Iowa
University of Iowa: Pat Hayes, 
Bobby Hayes, Chris Tabamo
St. Ambrose University: Thomas 
Piasny

Massachusetts
Boston University: 
Nora Wartanian, 
Michael Jones
Babson College: 
Jacob Friedland

Michigan
Grand Valley State University: 
Jasmine Ramahi
Michigan State University: 
Christine Dabul 

Ohio
Ohio University: 
Megan Johnson
Ohio State Uni-
versity: Gregory 
Svetov
University of 
Dayton: Kevin 
Czajkowski

Minnesota
University of Minnesota-
Twin Cities: Beth Ann 
Kimura
St. Olaf College: 
Maureen Gullen

Missouri
St. Louis College of 
Pharmacy: Kelly Plach
University of Missouri 
at Columbia: Dana 
Schippman

New York
Culinary Institute of America: 
Danika Meheux

Pennsylvania
Carnegie Mellon: Ann 
Lee

Rhode Island
Rhode Island School 
of Design: Andreas 
Nicholas

Tennessee
Vanderbilt University: 
Karissa Moy, Edith Rios

Wisconsin
Beloit University: Bonny Sucherman
Carthage College: Nick Gremly
Marquette University: Tom Loftus, 
Matt Swanson, Nicole Melfi
University of Wisconsin at Whitewater: 
Kelly Bartz, Caitlin Ableson
University of Wisconsin at Madison:
Patrick Conrad, Shana Birger, Paul 
McGivern, Nicole Rusek, Wook Jin, 
Alyssa Hofeld, Michael Masanek

2007 DRAFT PICKS

Colorado
University of 
Colorado at Boulder: 
Julie Robinson

Washington
University of
Washington- Seattle: 
Amy Klein

Texas
University of 
Houston: Maria 
Carmella Nipas

Washington D.C
George Washington 
University: 
Morgan Yates
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Washington D.C
George Washington 
University: 
Morgan Yates

Augustana College
Patricia Stoker
David Nakic

Bradley University
John Nasshan
Dan Aler
Nancy Blumenfeld

Columbia College
Zyhra Durakovic
Lulu Jimenez
Christine Mahoney
Aris Theotokatos
Charnae Odom

Concordia University
Devin Kwiecinski

DePaul University
Dana Kontos
Amber Memon
Nate Biser
Adil Ali
Kenny Walbunor
Diana Krpan
Amreen Qadir
Grace Miles
Emma Avilez
Ksrna Patel
Joanna Mocarska
Esther Ogunro
Anna Gevondian

Dominican University
Jessica Barnas
Paulina Mocarska

Eastern Illinois University
Jessica Hegberg
Mark Ouska
Elliott Schachte
James Alvarado
Danny Zahos
Adem Sulijic

Elmhurst College
Dan Blazek
Oliver Barkell
Edelynn Cayas

Illinois Institute of Art
Michelle Villareal

Illinois Institute of Technology
Sunan Fatima
Daric Guimary

Illinois State University
Steffani Christiansen
Mark Shiewe
Scott Maibuecher
Matt Goodwin
Owais Ahmed
Ashley Rathappillil
Mary Cate Curran

Kendall College
Megan Delano
Matea Selak

Knox College
Raissa Herscovitch
Sammy Maffeo
Laura Umland

Lake Forest College
Kyriaki Ades

Loyola University
Luke Ostrowski
Paul Tran
Jessica Martin
Rebecca Shukhman
Vishal Gupta
Christy Loulouris
Sonal Kumar
Adam Michael
Aishe Djelovic
C.J. Lieu

Millikin University
Val Anderson

Northeastern Illinois University
Adi Smajlovic
Dimitra Armiras
Joey Boverini
Prudhvi Kotapatti
Vipul Soni
Talia Sassounes

Northern Illinois University
Bobby Fahey
Conrad Zeisel
Brent Carducci
Kyle O’Connor
Sarah Collen
Aldina Mackic
Karen Salmonson

Northwestern University
Becky Lang
Sean Vo

North Park University
Dimitri Duros
Jessi Jarosz
Tracy Le
Rayyan Hussain
Marian Schoephoester

Oakton Community College
Jose Rodriguez
Dennis Okrzesik
Mike Solovastru
Jennifer Koval
Mudassir Muztar
Ilbroun Isaac
George Abraham
Ellitoo Schachte
Somera Khan
Andrew Chae
Ashley Menardo
David Galan 
Nichole Wehbe
Danyal Mukhi
Samuel Sopkin
Nora Odisho
Nikki Senensky
Samanta Prlja
Arveen Memon
Kevin Greenan
Josh Dassinger
Joey Evangelista

Ryan Smith
Prudhvi Kotapatti
Robin Sanchez
Rey Fortugaleza
Christopher Tong
Susana Sanchez
Chris Conis
Douglas Vega
Scott Hutchinson
Brandon Crawford
Dahlia Tamras
Jay Patel
Ulises Arroyo
Andy Yousif
Neyra Guerrero
Edward Stoia

Robert Morris College
Carl Johanson
James Schlesinger

Roosevelt University
Ashley Ocasio

School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Mark de Leon

Southern Illinois Carbondale
Sharreese Hunt
Jamar Forest
Andres Osorio

Southern Illinois University - Carbon-
dale
Maxwell Reczek
Michelle Bucior

University of Chicago
Manju George

University of Illinois at Chicago
Alexandra Kastanes
Ian Simon
Molly Mao
Peter Resendez
Napalia Shamasa
Sidrah Hussaini
Naram Elia
Sheyam Bitar
Veronika Levin
Dawid Becela
Khabibullo Asatov
Aaron Davis
Brittany Kainovic
Deblina Deb
Sandra Odicho
Kelly Oakes
Shaheera Fatima
Satish Gautam
Mansi Chauhan
Angie David
Laura Montoya
Piotr Fulara
Nexhip Cuca
Christina Isho
Min Chang
Henoke Tekeste
Aprille Banchoencharoensuk
Abdel Suleiman
Daniel Le
Isabel Franco

2007 DRAFT PICKS

These losers need to stay home so mommy 
can do their laundry

University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Elmer Rodriguez
Artie Jataputra
Jon Dagdagan
Alyssa Lee
Carrie Goldberg
Kaity Fleming
Andrew Lee
Jack Chen
Amy Amin
Randy Lefkowitz
Emily Plutov
Becky Gartner
Jackie Rodriguez
Michelle Meiri
Roxie Zeller
Megan Reyes
Rachelle Hernandez
Missy Topolinski
Jacqueline Rodriguez
Kim Rysemus
Jake Ganellen
Vikas Shah
Marty Shamon
Soojean Huh
Rebecca Marohn
Jessica Rodriguez
Eva Shabo
Trevor Lee
Elise Lee

University of St. Francis
Rebecca Gorski

Western Illinois University
Grace Gettes
VanderCook College
Mark Wozniczka
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Homecoming

Graduating class of 2009


